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FOREWORD

“He was pierced for our offenses,
crushed for our sins;
upon him was the chastisement
that makes us whole,
by his stripes we were healed.” (Isaiah 53:5)

| am grateful to all of you who have attended one of my
missions and are reading this book. Many of you watchmy TV
programs and listen on the radio. Thank you. | appreciate all
my generous partners, benefactors and friends who support
me by prayers, finances and friendship. | pray this book will
invigorate you to realize your potential.

| could not have completed this project without the
partnership of Jim and Janice Carleton and Terry Matthews
from Chico, CA. Your work was such a grace to me. Thanks
to Eileen Kelly of Beulah, Ml for painting the beautiful
butterfly on the cover for me. Thanks also to my Passionist
Community for supporting me and encouraging me.

| dedicate this, my first book, to my Mom and Dad who
always taught me to make my own choices and encouraged
me in those decisions.

Jesus, your passion continues to make me stop, wonder,
and worship. Thank you for saving us!

Good Friday, 2000

Fr. Cedric Pisegna, C.P.






LIVE PASSIONATELY!

Live Passionately! was the first book | ever wrote. The
first edition was written in 1999. | am now (2020) celebrating
my 29th year as a Catholic priest and have written 24 books
to date. The Corona virus pandemic hit us hard and threw the
world into turmoil. Many died and the economy tanked. In the
midst of such turmoil it is easy to get down and lose vigor.
Now, more than ever, is a time to be proactive and passionate!
People are looking to us for energy and positivity. We can be
passionate through the grace God provides.

| was ordained a priest on June 29, 1991 in Chicago.
During the ordination ceremony, the candidate lays prostate
on the floor while the Litany of the Saints is sung on his
behalf. | still remember lying there with my face on the floor.
| was in the center aisle of the church while hundreds were
gathered on either side of me singing. Lying face down is
a very humbling position. | distinctly remember smelling the
dust of the floor as | was being prayed for. As | lay there,
| became inspired. | prayed, “Lord, | promise you | will live my
priesthood with Passion!”

I've tried to make good on that promise. | have now
traveled extensively and preached over 500 parish missions
around the U.S. and Canada. I've met tens of thousands of
people and heard many of their confessions. As | said, I've
written 24 different books and various booklets. I've developed
a television program, Live with Passion!, and have produced
over 200+ different episodes to date. The program consists
of me preaching God’s Word. | am the only Catholic priest
airing on the national Christian Trinity Broadcasting Network
(T.B.N.) (as of this writing: Sundays at 7 am ET). | also air on
Daystar (Sundays at 1 pm ET) and EWTN (occasionally). My
program airs on many Catholic affiliates around the U.S. | have
an Internet presence: website: www.frcedric.org,Facebook,
Twitter outreach, and YouTube site where my episodes can
be viewed.



Passion can be defined as energy, zeal, or fire. | like
what St. Catherine of Siena said, “Be who God created you
to be and you will set the world on fire.” In a nutshell, God
created us to be fruitful and multiply, not to be solitary and
fruitless. Many lead fruitless lives and are filled with despair.
The opposite of despair and depression is passion. Passion
is when you push the boundaries and limits of your life and
discover what you truly possess within. It is the courage to
look within, find God, and believe in yourself. | am dedicated
to realizing my potential, not in a narcissistic way. Becoming
all you can be can only be realized by helping others.

| preach parish missions which are the Catholic version
of the Protestant “revival.” The Church has a rich history
of missions for over 1500 years now. When | first started
preaching, | was so energetic. | used to stalk around the
sanctuary and try to motivate people in regard to their faith
in God. People would come up to me afterward and tell me,
“‘How do you doit? You have such energy when you preach.. ..
such passion!”

| finally realized God had given me a gift, and that gift
became the theme of my ministry: Passion. Passionis energy,
but more. Passion is creativity, a rage to live and appreciate
life. Passion means being a celebrative person, and the
desire to achieve and realize your potential. Passion is fire,
raw emotion, determination, the willingness to work, as well
as the ambition to succeed. | heard a saying years ago that
not only stuck with me, but has become the foundation of my
life and ministry: “Who you are is God’s gift to you. Who you
become is your gift to God.” Living Passionately is all about
becoming the best person you can possibly be. That is why
you are interested in this book! You want to succeed in life
and develop as a person.
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| am a Passionist priest. The Passionists are a religious
community founded in the 1700s in Italy by St. Paul of the
Cross (Paul Daneo). We were founded to meditate on and
keep alive the Passion of Jesus Christ. Passion in this case
means “suffering.” The first half of this book will concentrate
on the meaning of Jesus’ sufferings for us. It is because of
his sufferings on my behalf that | experienced a rebirth in
my life. As | reflected on my new life in Christ, | discerned a
call to the priesthood. Jesus’ sufferings give us meaning. In
order to have passion, you must have purpose.

Some people have making a lot of money as their goal.
The desire to become rich gets them up in the morning.
Others want to provide for their families and that motivates
them. In my case, Jesus’ life and teachings showed me that
love and reaching out to others was the right way to live.
| began to develop passion and energy in my life when
| found this purpose. Without purpose, passion is hard to
come by. Do you have purpose in life? What gets you out of
bed in the morning? Some purpose is misguided. This book
will help you center in on what is true and lasting.

The second half of this book will concentrate on suffering.
One thing | discovered about ministry: | wade into a sea of
suffering. Everyone everywhere is going through something.
A person’s pain may be physical, emotional, mental, or
relational. During the Pandemic of 2020, we all experienced
suffering of some sort. Millions were infected and many
died from the virus. When people suffer, many blame God
and can’t see any logic in it. This book will help you realize
that God doesn’t give you the suffering you have but will
use it to help you to “become.” God is the potter and we
are the clay. Sufferings soften us so we can be molded by
God into someone significant. Rather than disintegrate you,
suffering can play the role of integrating you into a whole
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new person. | will share with you many stories leading to
new perspectives. In my life, my sufferings helped me go
from being superficial to supernatural. There is meaning and
purpose in your pain! While no one can tell you the meaning
of your own sufferings, | can share perspectives that you
can apply to your own life. | have found new purpose from
my sufferings that has led to deeper passion.

A life of passion is your right as a follower of Jesus!
Many are living in depression and not sure where they are
heading. Your heritage is an abundant life. Jesus was the
most passionate person who ever lived. His passion flowed
from his relationship with God. As you read this book,
| believe you will see that Jesus came to bring you a new,
abundant life. As you believe in his sacrifice for you, you
will embrace the same passion with which Jesus lived his
life. Your life will be marked with energy, enthusiasm, and
significance. You will make a difference in lives. Even your
sufferings will take on new meaning.

| love to tell stories when | preach. One of my absolute
favorites is the story of the butterfly (be)coming out of the
cocoon. A woman in Michigan who is an artist heard me tell
that story (on page 210) and she drew a picture of a yellow
butterfly on a pink flower. | decided to put that drawing on
my cover. | think it genuinely captures what passion is all
about. Passion is life. It is energy, enthusiasm, and a zest for
life. Passion is about growth, development, and becoming
our best self in life. A butterfly has developed and grown.
Your call is to become all you can be. | end all of my TV
programs with a saying. | want to begin this book with that
same saying, “Don’t just live...live with Passion!’

T?QFSP@E)CP




T PARTI T

THE SAVING POWER
OF THE CROSS






1
ASTOUNDING WORK
OF LOVE

“The passion is the greatest and most astounding
work of divine love.” (St. Paul of the Cross)

THE CROSS IS THE CRUX

| heard a story about one of my favorite preachers, Billy
Graham. As the story goes, when he was a young preacher,
he was giving a revival in a small town. He had a letter in his
hand that he wanted to mail. He saw a ten-year-old on the
street and questioned him, “Young man, do you know the
way to the post office?” “Sure,” he replied. “Just go straight
down the street and it is on your right.” “Well thank you very
much,” Billy Graham said. “My name is Billy Graham and
tonight I'll be at the First Baptist Church preaching about the
way to get to heaven. | hope you can come!” “| don’t think
so mister,” said the ten-year-old, scratching his head. “You
don’t even know the way to the post office!”

Jesus is “the Way, the Truth and the Life.” (John 14:6)
No one in the history of humanity has ever made such a
claim. Jesus is the way that leads to God, the truth that melts
away all confusion, and the life that is abundant and eternal.

Many times | come to a town that I've never visited before
to preach a mission. I'll drive in not knowing exactly where
the church building is located. As | drive into town, | will look
up, and inevitably | will see a large cross on the steeple,
usually the highest structure in town. That’s how | locate the
church. The cross points the way.



14 T Chapter1

We are so very familiar with the cross, aren’t we? We
put it up on steeples, hang it around our necks, put it on
our walls, and I've even seen people wear it on their ears
and tattoo it on their arms. It is the central symbol of all of
Christianity and Catholicism. But what does it mean? What
is its significance? Sometimes we can be so familiar with
something that it loses power.

When | talk about the cross or crucifix, | am not talking
about a piece of wood or metal you may have on your wall
or around your neck. Rather | am talking about the historic
event it symbolizes, the death and resurrection of Jesus of
Nazareth some two thousand years ago. In and of itself, the
religious object has no power; however, it can remind us and
draw us into the reality of the Passion event.

WE PREACH CHRIST AND HIM CRUCIFIED
(1 Corinthians 1:23)

Paul Daneo (canonized St. Paul of the Cross — don’t
confuse him with St. John of the Cross) was a man of faith
who lived in ltaly in the 1700s. He sensed God calling him
to raise up a congregation dedicated to the Passion, to the
Cross of Jesus Christ. Many priests and lay people of his
day had grown lackluster and lukewarm in their faith. Scores
had lost the significance and meaning of the Cross of Jesus.
Paul raised up a congregation whose purpose (and first vow)
was to meditate on and proclaim the meaning of the Cross to
all. Today Passionist religious are in over 50 countries of the
world doing precisely this: contemplating and proclaiming
the Cross of Jesus Christ in various ways. | praise God
for my call to be a Passionist and proclaim Jesus. | have
found such rich meaning in the Cross. As | meditate on it,
my understanding of it deepens. While | am growing in my
grasp of its significance, there was a time in my life that | had
no understanding of the Cross. Let me explain.
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| was born and raised in the medium-sized town of
Agawam in western Massachusetts. | was baptized Catholic
as an infant and raised Catholic through my youth. My
parents were very conscientious about getting me and
my two older sisters brought up in our faith. While | didn’t
attend formal Catholic schools in those years, | did attend
C.C.D. classes. We had our confirmation ceremony in the
eighth grade. To be honest, | found Mass boring and most of
what | was learning in religion class seemed powerless and
irrelevant. | couldn’t wait to finish, graduate from the eighth
grade and get confirmed.

My two older sisters had already been confirmed and
weren’t going to church anymore. You see, my parents had
the philosophy that after we “got through” the sacraments,
we would be able to make our own decision about whether
or not we would attend church. Confirmation, after all, was
the sacrament of final initiation into the church. It was about
becoming a mature Christian adult and being able to make
decisions about faith matters for yourself. | knew once | was
confirmed, then, like my sisters, | would be able to choose
whether or not to go to church each Sunday. Of course,
| wanted out. The sacrament that was supposed to be the
great sacrament of final incorporation into the Church instead
became for me the great sacrament of excommunication
from the Church! After confirmation, | made my own decision
not to attend Mass anymore. | would still go occasionally
on Christmas and Easter when everybody went and my
relatives were in town. After all, | had to make them think
| went all the time!

To be truthful, for all intents and purposes, we were
“cultural Catholics.” We were raised in the faith in a big,
anonymous church where people went to Mass Sunday after
Sunday and we hardly knew anyone sitting beside us. We
were Catholic because that was the way we were raised,
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not because we chose it. It was part of our ethnic (Italian,
Czech, and Albanian) heritage. I’'m not saying we didn’t pray
and try. We did, but for the most part, we had the externals
of religion instead of a vital, living relationship with God in
Jesus. All during my teenage years, | never attended a youth
group, retreat, or mission. | never went to C.C.D. class and
only attended Mass a few times a year.

PARTY TIME

Finally, after my public high school days, | went to college.
The place where | eventually ended up going was a large,
secular state university: the University of Massachusetts at
Amherst. UMass is a huge school of about 35,000 students.
It is so large, in fact, there are dormitories everywhere. Five
of those dorms are 22 stories high! | know because | lived on
the 21st floor of one of them, John Adams. Can you imagine
what went on in those dorms?

One Friday afternoon when | was a freshman, | was
walking on campus toward one of those dorms. As | looked
up, | couldn’t miss an advertisement on the plate glass
windows of the lounge on the 5th floor. It was unmistakable
and unavoidable. Everyone could see it. Stuck to the windows
of the lounge were posters. Each poster had a huge letter
on it in different colors. Much to my delight | read the word
P-A-R-T-Y! Now, when you are an eighteen-year-old and it’s
Friday night and you see a sign like that . . . what do you do?
Go to the party of course!

| remember getting dressed up for the party. How do you
get dressed up when you are 18 years old? | put on my
best tight, just-washed blue jeans. Then, | put on my fuzzy,
soft angora sweater. Now here is where this gets religious.
Just before | went to college, Mom had given me a sterling
silver cross with a sterling silver neck chain that glistened
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whenever the light hit it. | loved to wear that cross. It was
kind of like my lucky charm. In fact, my faith at that time was
so superstitious | felt if | was just wearing that cross nothing
bad would happen to me.

As | stood there in front of the mirror, | put the cross
on. As | examined myself, instead of putting it beneath my
sweater, | wore it outside my sweater. You see, | was going
to the party. | knew there would be some sweet, young things
at the party, and | was hoping one of them would see the
cross and think, “Well there’s a fine, young, Christian guy,
think I'll go talk to him!”

The party was as advertised — packed with people!
Guys, girls, good music, lots to drink and it was crowded. My
friend and | were standing there drinking some, uh, punch
(ahem) and scoping out the room. As | scanned the room,
| could hardly believe my eyes. There she was! She was 19
years old with long blonde hair and drop-dead gorgeous.
As | looked, | couldn’t help but notice she was looking at my
cross from across the room. | thought to myself, “This thing
is working like a charm! They write books about how to pick
up girls. This ought to be on page ONE!”

Next thing | knew, she began walking toward me.
| remember thinking, “Stay calm Cedric, this will be a piece
of cake, she is coming to you!” She walked right up to me,
looked at the cross then looked me in the eyes. I'll never
forget what she said to me then. As she stared into my
eyes with confidence she said, “Do you know what that
cross means, or are you just wearing it to look good?” | was
stunned. Here was this gorgeous, young girl challenging me
about the cross, and | was speechless. | didn’t know what to
say, because to be truthful, | was wearing the symbol of love,
selflessness, and sacrifice for my own self-aggrandizement
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so | could pick up a girl! | laugh about it now, but it wasn’t
funny at the time.

Well, | didn’t get the girl, but | did get a dress — my
religious habit! God works in strange and mysterious ways!
The ways and extent God will go to woo a person to himself
is interesting. Francis Thompson, an English mystic, has
rightly called God the “Hound of Heaven.” God will search
for you, hunt for you, find you, and draw you to himself. God
relentlessly pursues us. The challenge of that young girl is
only one of the happenings that occurred in my life at that
time. | remember watching Billy Graham on TV and seeing
the joy those people seemed to have. “l want that,” | thought.
The play Godspell made me realize that something was
lacking in my life. The movie Jesus of Nazareth showed me
a beautiful Christ with integrity | had never known before.
| began to become attracted and drawn to Jesus.

| don’t know what your thoughts are about how God
works. Psalm 139 says clearly that it was God who knit you
together in your mother’s womb. You didn’t just “happen.”
God intended for you to be before the world began. You are
no mistake. God knows when we sit and when we stand.
God knows every word on our lips even before we do. God
surrounds us before and behind. In other words, whether
you know it or not, God is intimately and intricately involved
in our lives.

God will go to any extent to search you out and find you.
God will use people, priests, books, the fine arts, plays, TV
shows, movies, music, animals, creation, the Bible, and
anything else to call you to himself! Jesus would always say
in his preaching, “You who have ears to hear, listen!” | pray
you have the grace to truly open your eyes, listen with your
ears, and perceive the multitude of ways God is using to
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draw you into a deep, personal relationship with him. Our
God is an awesome God, glorious in majesty.

EVERYBODY’S GOT A HUNGRY HEART

For years, | used to come into various parishes and
preach about a song | heard that rang true in my life. It is
by Bruce Springsteen: Everybody’s Got a Hungry Heart.
Time and time again in the song, the chorus rings out,
“‘Everybody’s got a hungry heart, everybody’s got a hungry
heart, everybody’s got a hungry heart . . .” That is so true.
Deep inside us, in the core of our being, where we think,
feel, decide, and what the Bible calls “our heart” is hungry.
We have “heartache” for God. In fact, | believe the hunger
and thirst for satisfaction is a sort of “homing device” the Lord
places within us at birth so we will search for God. | believe
you are reading this book because you are craving for God.
That is a gift from God. You are following the blessing God
placed in your heart when you were born. While you are
searching for God, believe me, God is searching for you!

After the events of those days and | had just turned
nineteen, |became aware ofanintense hungerforsomething
but | wasn’t sure what. My heart was hungry. I'll never forget
the days | would wake up in the morning, sit on the side of
my bed, and wonder what all this was about. As | began to
wipe the “sleepies” out of my eyes, | sensed a still small
voice within me. It was the voice of my conscience. These
are the words | heard as | looked around the bedroom:
“What is this? | feel like | am missing something. I'm not
happy. | am not satisfied. There is something more | don’t
yet have.” Years ago St. Augustine wrote, “Our hearts were
made for you, O Lord, and our hearts are restless until they
rest in thee.”
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GOD’S WORD IS LIVING AND ACTIVE
(Hebrews 4:12)

| still remember the day | got fed up with feeling restless
inside and decided to do something about it. | remembered
my C.C.D. teachers had taught me that truth was supposed
to be found in the Bible. | hungered for truth and wisdom. My
parents had a huge family Bible on the bookshelf downstairs
in their house. | thought to myself, “I'll look in the Bible for
truth and find out for myself.” There is a saying that curiosity
killed the cat. Well, if you are curious enough and noble
enough to search for yourself, it may just lead to life!

| sneaked downstairs one morning and saw the Bible
on the shelf in the living room. As | grabbed for it, | first
looked both ways to make sure no one saw me. | mean, if
my parents ever saw me going for the Bible, that's worse
than talking to them about sex! | took the Bible, blew the dust
off the top of it, and quietly made my way back to my room.
Here | was, 19 years old, opening up the pages of the Bible
on my own for the first time in my life. “Where do | begin?”
| thought. | noticed that toward the end of the Bible there
were lots of words in red. | understood those were the words
of Jesus himself. | said to myself, “Forget the black and
white, I’'m going right for the red!”

As | sat on the edge of my bed and explored, something
happened to me that | will never forget. | came to Matthew
7:7 where | saw lots of red. | read something that punched
me right in the nose and made time stand still for a moment.
“‘Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find;
knock, and it will be opened to you.” I had heard that before,
but somehow there was a nowness to it. It was like it was
just for me. Yes! Exactly what | was looking for. | came to
discover years later when | studied this verse that in the
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Greek it really means, “Keep on asking, keep on seeking,
keep on knocking” and you will find. It is not a one-time
thing. Seeking is a process, day by day, minute by minute,
and constantly. Seeking is really a lifelong process. Most
people ask or seek and if they don’t receive right away,
they grow discouraged and give up. There is no such thing
as a microwave Christianity. Things take time. Conversion
is a process.

As the days and weeks passed, | began asking. | remem-
ber praying for wisdom and truth. | wanted to know. | had a
desire to learn. One of the books of the Bible that influenced
my life at that time was the Book of Wisdom itself. Wisdom
6:17 says, “The beginning of Wisdom is the most sincere
desire to learn.” | had desire. | had hunger and thirst. This is
the beginning of wisdom. You must be motivated to find and
not give up. Be determined! God is the rewarder of all who
seek him.

Seeking God, | found out, is not just about praying and
reading the Bible. It is also about taking responsibility for your
life. You cannot read the Bible without hearing the demands
that it makes upon you. | loved “Ask and you shall receive”
and | hated “Repent for the Kingdom is at hand.” | knew
| had to change, otherwise | would never receive all God had
for me. Repentance simply means to change. Specifically, it
means to turn away from whatever is sinful in one’s life. That
takes honesty and self-examination. This is another place
where scores of people fall away. They aren’t willing to look
at themselves honestly and make the move they really need
to make. Please understand — you must be motivated to
turn from your sins to the living God or else there will be
a major roadblock in the way of receiving his love for you.
Desire and hunger is the seed of a passionate life.
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PURE AND LIVING FAITH

“Every effort should be made to pray in pure and
living faith, to seek God alone, to live in him, to
languish with love for him . ..”

(St. Paul of the Cross)

THROUGH FAITH AND FOR FAITH
(Romans 1:17)

It takes faith to turn away from sin and turn toward God.
When you pray, read the Bible and turn from sin; those
actions demonstrate some level of faith in you. | have found
that faith can grow. Your belief in God increases as you
read the Bible or spiritual books. Faith grows as you pray.
Romans 10:17 clearly states, “Faith comes from what is
heard, and what is heard comes by the preaching of Christ.”
In other words, whether you hear the Word by reading it, by
listening to a preacher on TV or in church, or by listening
to good Christian music, faith comes when you “hear” the
gospel message.

One of the goals | have at any of my missions is that the
faith of the people who come will increase and continue to
grow. Hopefully anumber of teenagers will attend the mission.
Many teenagers today do not understand the Gospel and
have little faith in Jesus as savior. | know that if they hear
the Gospel proclaimed clearly, simply, and enthusiastically,
they will mature in faith. That faith can open them up to an
experience of God. Billy Graham once said the Gospel has
built-in power. In other words, if people can simply hear the
Good News proclaimed in an understandable way, they
will experience something. Faith will come. Light will shine.
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People do change. There is power in the Gospel of Jesus
Christ to change lives!

As | read the Bible as a young man, | kept seeing the
word believe. It is everywhere in the Scriptures. It was as if
that word became tattooed on my brain. Whenever | would
want to give up or get discouraged about seeking God or feel
faint in prayer, believe would well up within me. | pray that as
you read these words, you will realize the built-in power of
the Gospel. | believe God will grace you with faith and your
reliance and trust in God will grow right now. It was faith that
opened my heart up to an experience of God. Ephesians 2:8
says it well: “We are saved by grace, through faith.” Even
faith is a gift God wants you to have in full measure!

Once the Lord showed me the role faith plays in a
person’s life. It is a channel or conduit through which flows
the invigorating life of God. | like to use the example of a
fan | have in my room. It has a long electrical cord with a
plug on the end of it. As long as it is unplugged, the fan is
motionless. But once | plug it into the electrical outlet, the
electricity flows through the cord, and the fan begins to turn
and oscillate. Faith is like that electrical cord. Itis the channel
through which salvation, grace, and the power of God flow.
Once God’s electricity flows into people, they move!

Once two eleven-year-olds were taking a shortcut
through a cow pasture. As they walked through the field,
they turned and saw this huge bull with two large pointy,
horns running toward them. They began to run as fast as
they could but the bull was gaining on them. As they were
running, one of the boys shouted to the other, “Quick! Do
something! Pray!” The only prayer the other boy knew was
table grace. He began, “Thank you Lord for what we are
about to receive!”
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| want to make one thing clear. A person doesn’t “get”
salvation; he or she “receives” it. There is a huge distinction
here. “Getting” implies struggle and work. “Receiving”
implies gift and ease. The Bible talks a lot about receiving.
We receive forgiveness. We receive the Holy Spirit. We
receive the love of God. We receive grace and mercy.

This terminology of receiving is also rightly present in
sacramental theology. Notice, we don’t get the Eucharist, we
receive communion. No one gets forgiven, rather a person
receives forgiveness. People will sometimes ask me, “Why
do | have to go to confession? Can’t | just pray to God on
my own?” Well, yes you can pray to God on your own.
However, most do not feel totally forgiven. Others do not truly
forgive themselves. The sacrament of reconciliation, when
celebrated well, helps a person receive the forgiveness and
touch of God. It also graces people to forgive themselves
and to put their sin behind them.

| distribute communion to tens of thousands of different
people each year. It is interesting to look at people’s faces
as they come and to watch their body language. Many still
receive Christ’s body on the tongue. Others open their hands
in surrender as the host is placed onto their palm. Still others
(and | don’t know where they learned this), will actually take
or grab the host from me with their thumb and index finger
as they come forward. | often wonder if that is symbolic of
that person’s trying to get Christ instead of surrendering and
receiving him in faith.

| have a statement | love to share with people on my
missions, “Believe and receive!” | pray that as you read
this book, it will inspire your faith so you will be susceptible
enough to receive all that Jesus died for to give you. “But
to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave
power to become children of God . . .” (John 1:12)
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FAITH IS COMPLETED BY WORKS
(James 2:22)

There is one other reality about faith that | want to share
with you. Faith or belief is not just some obscure, intangible
welling up or thought within the mind or heart of a person.
The Gospel of John adds another perspective. If you page
through the fourth Gospel, you will see the word “believe”
all over the place. It occurs 98 times. Robert Kysar, in his
book John the Maverick Gospel, makes the point that John
never uses the noun, faith or belief, but always and only the
verb “believe.” | learned in elementary school that verbs are
“action” words. In other words, for John, faith is always an
active matter. Faith is something one does.

Everyone believes that we are saved by faith. But not
everyone agrees about what faith is. Saving faith is more
than a confident inner assent like many think. The Scriptures
tell us that faith without works is thoroughly lifeless. The
works | am talking about isn’t works of the “law” by which no
one will be justified. Rather | am talking about the deeds (or
fruit) that will inevitably come from faith. You know a tree by
its fruit. If you are a believer you will have fruit. The fruit faith
produces is love, peace, and joy. You reach out to others
and are generous. You get involved with the community and
sacrifice yourself. If there is no fruit, | question just what kind
of faith a person has. James tells us to be doers of the Word,
not just hearers, thus deceiving ourselves.

You must understand that faith is a continuing dynamic.
On all my missions, | attemptto move people to make another
quality decision for Christ (or for some, their first decision for
Jesus). Faith is an over-and-over-again decision for Jesus.
Faith is persevering in prayer. Having faith is reaching out
to the poor and needy. Faith is giving your witness to an
unbeliever. Faith is turning away from your sins. Faith is
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forgiving and loving. Faith is a constant surrender. As | said
above, when | talked about the fan, it moves! This verse
from James has always made total sense to me: “Show me
your faith apart from your works, and | by my works will
show you my faith.” (James 2:18) Life doesn’t happen in
a vacuum and neither does faith. Good works should flow
from faith and complete faith. Faith and works are really
two sides of one coin. You want to live passionately? Then
activate your faith!

We have a TV antenna on the top of our roof at the
monastery. Inside, there is a control to move the antenna
north, south, east or west. If the antenna is facing in the
wrong direction, the program looks all snowy. All | have to do
is move the dial to turn the antenna toward the transmitter.
Once that is done, the program will come in crystal clear.

Many Christians aren’t receiving because they are
facing in the wrong direction. What | mean by this is that
faith is like that antenna. Initially, we get some reception, no
matter how faint, by simply believing. Then, as we complete
faith (Galatians 5:6, James 2:22) by repentance, obedience,
prayer, and loving works, our antenna gets turned ever more
correctly to the transmitter (God) and this fine tuning brings
about clarity. Now technicians developed high definition TV
and ultra HD 4K TV. The images are sharp and even 3-D in
our perception. When you come to Christ with the fullness
of faith, you receive God’s love for you personally ever more
sharply and in new depth. God is always transmitting his
love to every person. The problem is that many don’t have
their antennas up, never mind pointed in the right direction!

Prayer was difficult for me in those early days. Make
no mistake about it, prayer takes faith, and flows from faith,
especially when you are going through trials and tribulations.
| was so tempted to doubt that God was hearing me at times.
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It would seem like my words were just bouncing off the walls
and were having no effect. It seemed like | wasn’t getting
any results. But | was persistent and continued to believe
and pressed on in my prayer life.

The temptations that come to a person who is trying to
grow spiritually are amazing. | can remember my friends
coming to my door or calling me saying, “C’mon out and
party, it's Friday night!” It was hard to resist, but if you want
to live passionately, you have to be determined to spend
time in prayer and spiritual reading. | told them, “No thanks,
| want to spend time on my own.”

GOD IS LOVE
(1 John 4:16)

After months and months of praying, repenting, reading,
believing, growing, and being determined, | started to
change. My heart began to open to the unconditional love of
God. | want to make one thing perfectly clear right now. God
loves you just the way you are. God will never love you any
more than he does right now. That is simply the way God is.
However, our ability to receive God’s love changes as we
change and open ourselves up to God. Why the necessity
of repentance, obedience, believing, praying, celebrating
the sacraments, and studying the Bible? Because these
are all means for us to discover, absorb, and know the love
God has for us. These actions make us susceptible to being
touched by God.

Please understand that we don’t do things to try to get
God to love us more. Rather, we do things in faith to seek the
God of love and open our hearts to that love. | have found
that it is not because | parade around the country preaching
Jesus to thousands of people that God loves me. Rather,
| parade around the country because God loves me. My
priesthood is one of thanksgiving. Psalm 116:13 says, “How
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shall | give thanks to the Lord? The cup of salvation | will
raise!” When | am presiding at Mass and | lift up the cup with
the blood of Christ, | often think of this. Give thanks to the
Lord because he is good and his mercy endures forever. A
major part of living passionately is “thanks-living.” It is a life-
style of giving thanks. It is a continuous attitude of gratitude.
God is so worthy to be praised.

| heard a story about a grandmother who had a
granddaughter and grandson for whom she was buying
Christmas presents. She had already bought a number of
presents for them and just needed one small present more
for each. While in a mall, she saw a poster store and thought
to herself, “Perfect.” As she searched through the selections
of posters, she saw one with a young man on a surfboard
riding a wave. Since her grandson loved surfing, she wrote
down the number of the poster and kept flipping, looking
for one for her granddaughter. She came upon a poster
of a mountain scene with flashy, yellow, meadow flowers.
She wrote down the number of that poster and gave the
numbers to the clerk. Having received the rolled up posters,
she wrapped them in Christmas paper and put them under
the tree.

When Christmas day came, the grandson opened his
poster and unfurled it to find a stunning surf scene. “Thank
you, Grandma, | love it!” he said. “I'll put it on my bedroom
wall.” Then it was the granddaughter’s turn. When she
opened her poster, her mouth dropped open in surprise.
Everyone wondered what she was seeing. Then she turned
the poster around and there was a big, pink hippopotamus.
Underneath was the caption, “But | love you just the way
you are!l” Everyone chuckled and the grandmother said the
clerk must have made a mistake and she would gladly take
it back. “That's OK, Grandma,” the teenage girl said, “I'll
keep it.”
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The grandmother got a letter in the mail from her
granddaughter a month later. “Grandma,” she wrote, “| just
wanted you to know how much your poster gift has meant
to me. Lately, | have been feeling really ugly and bad about
myself. | just had a breakup with my boyfriend. At times,
| come home from school, flop myself on my bed, and look
up at that poster. | see the pink hippopotamus and read
the caption: ‘But | love you just the way you are!’ | can’t
tell you what strength that has given me in the midst of my
insecurities. Thank you, Grandma.”

The basic message