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Fr. Cedric Pisegna, CP, a Passionist priest, uses social media and TV  
to spread the news about his ecumenical and prison-outreach ministry.

Cedric continued to produce new 
series and began buying air time in 
various cities such as Orlando, New 
Orleans, and Houston. 

Today, his program, Live With 
Passion! airs nationally as well as 
internationally. Live With Passion! 
is a half-hour program, with an 
ecumenical outreach that airs on 
Sundays at 8 am Eastern Time on the 
Trinity Broadcasting Network (TBN). 
The themes of the program vary from 
prayer, to personal change, to God’s 
love for us. Regardless of the theme, 
the underlying message is intended 
to inspire, encourage, and—most of 
all—deepen one’s relationship with 
God. Sometimes the program is shot 
on location in various churches during 
a mission. But typically the program 
is filmed in the Passionist chapel in 
Houston, where Fr. Cedric resides. 
Here is an interview with him.

Q  What makes this ministry 
important, and how has it touched 
the lives of followers and others 
who are involved?

 A O u r m i n i st r y  on r ad io  a nd 
te le v i s ion  coi nc id e s  p e r fe c t ly 
with our Holy Father’s call to the 
Ne w Ev a nge l i z at ion .  T he Ne w 
Evangelization calls each of us to 
deepen our faith, believe in the Gospel 
message, and go forth to proclaim 
the Gospel. The focus of the New 
Evangelization calls all Catholics to 
be evangelized and then go forth to 
evangelize. In a special way, the New 
Evangelization is focused on “re-
proposing” the Gospel to those who 
have experienced a crisis of faith. 
Television is a key vehicle by which to 
do this. Many people happen upon Live 
With Passion! while surfing through 
the channels. We have received 

F r. Cedric Pisegna—of 
Italian, Czech, and Al-

banian descent—was born in 
Springfield, Massachusetts, 
in 1957. After professing his 
vows as a Passionist religious 
in 1985, he began preach-
ing evangelistic ministries 
throughout the United States 
and Canada and continues to 
do so today. 

F r .  C e d r i c ,  a s  h e  i s 
affectionately known, was 
ordained in 1991 and has since 
led a number of pilgrimages to 
Israel, Italy, Greece, and Rome. 
He has authored eighteen 
publications and produced 
several CDs and DVDs about 
Christian living. Father Cedric 
Ministries is a Roman Catholic 
ministry dedicated to reach 
out to as many people as 
possible, as deeply as possible, 
with the life-changing Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. 

While this ministry is Catholic 
in origin and belief, it is designed to 

reach out to people of all faiths as 
well as those who have not yet come 
to faith in Jesus. In 2006, Fr. Cedric 
expanded his ministry even further 
when he felt the call to produce and 
air television programs. 

A pilot series aired on Catholic 
stations in Boston, New York, Long 
Island, Scranton, Baton Rouge, 
Youngstown, San Antonio, and Fresno. 
The program was well-received. Fr. 

“Live With Passion!” 

Fr. Cedric preaching a mission in Vacaville, CA.

The New Evangelization is 

focused on ‘re-proposing’ 

the Gospel to those who have 

experienced a crisis of faith.
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testimonials of fallen-away Catholics 
returning to Church as a result of his 
program. A New Orleans man came to 
confession after years of being away 
from the Church. He recounted a 
story of how he came across Live With 
Passion! accidentally. When he tried to 

change the station, the remote control 
wouldn’t work. When the program was 
over, he was able to change the station, 
so he knew God was calling him back. 
Other viewers tell us how they are 
reinvigorated in their faith and find 
God in new ways. 

Q  What is the reach of the ministry’s 
efforts? 

 A Through television, radio, and the 
Internet, our ministry is reaching 
out to the multitudes. To reflect the 
belief of Pope Francis, we need to go 
beyond the walls of the church and 
introduce people to God in a practical, 
personal way. We can’t expect them 
to come to church. We must meet 
them where they’re at, physically 

and in their faith. I’ve 
received emails from 
viewers as far away as 
Russia, Ukraine, New 
Zea land, Iran, and 
Africa, so I’m delighted 
we are meeting people 
i n  t h e i r  h o m e s . 
Another dimension 
to ou r m i n ist r y i s 
our outreach to the 
imprisoned. Live With 
Passion! is broadcast 
in many pr isons in 
t he U. S.  Count less 
i n d i v i d u a l s  i n 
prison have written 
t o  u s  e x p r e s s i n g 
appreciation for our 
TV series and a desire 
for counsel ing and 
contact. To address this 
need, we developed 
a pen-pa l ministr y 
team. Volunteer laity 
periodically exchange 
letters with prisoners 
and provide spiritual friendship. 

Archbishop Fulton Sheen once 
proclaimed, “The age we live in is the 
age of television!” People everywhere 
are surfing the channels looking for 
something that will give them life. 
We are blessed to be able to take 
our ministry beyond the walls of 
the churches and break traditional 
boundaries as fishers of men and 
women in this media-saturated age. 

Q  What are some communities and 
organizations that you partner 
with to accomplish your work? 

 A Many generous partners donate to 
our ministry each month, and their 
blessings have helped us to produce 
more than 150 television programs. 

Q  What are some of the challenges 
you face?

 A Continual ly producing fresh, 
engaging program content is our 
biggest challenge and also a source of 
great joy because all of us at Father 

Cedric Ministries are committed to 
reaching out to as many people as 
possible, in as deep a way as possible, 
with the life-changing Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Our Lord constantly inspires 
others—including those of us at the 
ministry!

Q What are some long-term goals? 
How do you foresee achieving these?

 A In addition to pursuing a better  time 
slot for our program, we want to build 
on our successes and thus continue 
to touch people who have fallen from 
the Church, inspire believers who 
go to church, and attract men to the 
priesthood. We will continue to preach 
messages that encourage people to 
realize their potential, come to know 
God personally, and Live With Passion!” 

To learn more about Fr. Cedric’s minis-
try or get involved, visit frcedric.org. 
The ministry also has a Facebook and 
Twitter account. For information about 
his prison pen-pal ministry, visit  
nyfirmin@frcedric.org. c 

“Live With Passion!” 

Fr. Cedric preparing for filming Live With Passion!

Fr. Cedric presiding at Mass

Through television,  
radio, and the Internet,  

our ministry is  
reaching out to the 
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meet them where  
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and in their faith. 
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