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reading, worship and following the 
teachings of the Church. Developing 
our relationship with Jesus is a daily 
discipline. In time, we get to know 
him and develop his character. This 
is our purpose: a close relationship 
with Christ and becoming Christ-like. 
Jesus was a servant who “emptied 
himself” and gave himself to others. 
When he washed his disciples’ feet, 
he invited them and us to do the 
same. Our primary call as a disciple 
is to 1) know Jesus 2) become like 
Jesus and 3) serve. Some time ago 
I read a talk given by late President 
Theodore Roosevelt called Dare 
Greatly. In this talk, he challenged 
us to do great things. Although 
there will be critics, it is those who 
accomplish and affect the lives of 
others who live worthily. I invite you 
to be daring and courageous. Cre-
ate, risk and push the boundaries 
in your life. Don’t hold back. Now is 
the time. Launch out into the deep 
for a catch! Live with Passion! Dis-
ciples are those who realize their 
potential and add value to others. 
We are More than conquerors when 
we follow Jesus. We overcome the 
trials, sufferings and hardships of 
life. Not only are we victorious over 
the adversities, we come to know 
God. We grow into Jesus’ image. 
We add value to others. We realize 
our potential. And one day, we will 
defeat even death and live forever 
in heaven!

Jesus calls each of us to dis-
cipleship, and some respond 
valiantly to that call. To be a 
disciple is, first of all, to be a 
learner; one who studies and 
spends time in prayer getting 
to know who Jesus is and what 
he taught in the Scriptures. 
Wherever we see a disciple, 
we see Christ. 

There are many disciples living 
among us. One such disciple is 
Nancy Cusick. Nancy has been 
commissioned by our bishop to 
be a Lay Minister in our parish 
and is involved in many ways. 
Life-long learning is important 
to Nancy. Many years ago, she 
helped form an Adult Faith For-
mation Committee for a clus-
ter of parishes. Her input and 
experience helped us provide 
a number of quality programs 
that spoke to real life issues—
such as aging and end of life 
concerns. She helped push 
our boundaries to deal with the 
tough topics that make a differ-
ence in people’s lives.

Disciples 
Among Us

See Disciples Among Us page 4

My new book More Than Conquer-
ors is about discipleship. I saw a 
picture book by the French au-
thor Rein Poortvliet. He displayed 
scenes of Jesus’ life in pictures. 
One scene showed the call of the 
disciples. He showed the hand of 
Jesus beckoning to them and call-
ing them to follow him. As I stared 
at that hand, it was as if the hand 
transcended time and was beck-
oning to me at that moment of my 
life. “Cedric, Follow Me.” The call 
of Jesus to each of us is personal 
and always for right now. Jesus, 
through these words, is inviting you 
at this very moment to follow him. 
In order to follow Jesus, we must 
learn who Jesus is. The disciples’ 
first call was to “be with Jesus.” 
(Mk. 3:14) As they stayed with 
Jesus, lived with Jesus and learned 
from him, they were able to follow 
him and become like him. When 
Jesus calls us to follow him, he 
invites us to “Come and See.” We 
can develop our own personal re-
lationship with him through prayer, 

Dare Greatly



See Faith Community page 3
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Luciano Del Monte is a certified life and 
leadership coach with the International 
Coach Federation. Contact him at 
www.coachdelmonte.com.

Log on to frcedric.org
for prayer requests, daily 
blog, free stuff, and more!
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Live with  
Passion —
Discipleship

One day a young woman 
caught sight of a little girl 
begging on a street corner. The 
little girl’s clothes were paper 
thin, her hair matted, and her 
cheeks red from the cold.
The young woman dropped 
a few coins in the begging 
bowl, gave the girl a smile, 
and walked on. As she walked, 
she started to feel guilty. How 
could she go home to her warm 
house with its full pantry and 
well-supplied wardrobe while 
this little girl shivered on the 
street?
The young woman also began 
to feel angry with God praying, 
“How can you let these sort of 
things happen? Why don’t you 
do something to help this girl?”
And then, to her surprise, God 
answered saying, “I did do 
something. I created you.”
What a lovely story. We are 
all disciples of God. We just 
need to recognize that we are 
being called every moment of 
our lives to become exactly like 
Jesus wanted us to be.
This past January, I tripped on 
a raised concrete sidewalk, 
landed on my hip breaking it! 
As I lay in the middle of the 
street, several cars pulled 
up around me to form a safe 
barrier from other moving cars. 

By
Josette
Pappadakis

Repeatedly, Pope Francis main-
tains that our personal relationship 
with Jesus will inevitably cause us 
to accompany people wherever 
we find them with what he calls the 
gaze of mercy.
At the beginning of 2016, I sum-
marized a number of Jesus words 
in five brief Jesus ‘invitations’ to a 
lifestyle of discipleship. These invi-
tations keep me focused on what 
He asks of me. I invite you to draw 
closer to Jesus as you follow these 
invitations and invite others to do 
the same.
Come to Me — Stay close to 
Jesus through daily prayer, scrip-
ture reading, regular participation 
in Mass.
Learn from Me — Be a life-long 
learner. The root word for ‘disci-
ple’ is ‘learner’. As disciples, we 
are meant to maintain a teachable 
heart and mind. Someone has 
written that the key to everything is 
to remain teachable.
Live like Me — Thomas à Kempis 
wrote The Imitation of Christ. By far, 
this exhortation might be the hard-

est of all to practice, but practice 
we must. Think of practical ways to 
‘live like Jesus’ in daily activities. In  
I John 2: 6 St John says, “Anyone 
who says he is a Christian should 
live as Christ did.”
Remain in Me — There are many 
ways to ‘remain in Jesus’ but one 
way is to receive the Eucharist as 
often as possible. St Paul says, “It 
is no longer I who live, but Christ 
who lives in me.” Receiving the 
Eucharist worthily can help us re-
main in Him.
Work with Me — Jesus calls us to 
colabour with Him in helping peo-
ple find their way back to God.
In 2007, the Latin American and 
Caribbean Bishops crafted the 
Aparecida document authored in 
no small part by now Pope Francis. 
The Pope gave us this succinct 
definition of the gospel and of dis-
cipleship.
“Knowing Jesus is the best gift 
that any person can receive; that 
we have encountered Him is the 
best thing that has happened in 
our lives, and making Him known 
by our word and deeds is our joy”. 
Years ago, someone told me that 
being a disciple of Jesus and wit-
ness for Jesus simply means tak-
ing a long look at Jesus and then 
telling and showing others what 
you’ve seen and experienced.

faith community

Pearls
 A person with a why 
can handle any what



Faith Community
Cont. from page 2 
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“This is how all will know you are 
my disciples, if you have love for 
one another” John 13:35.
Discipleship is the journey of 
becoming more and more like 
Jesus. Certainly one of the main 
places this journey takes place 
for many of us is in marriage and 
family life. Every day, we can 
look to Jesus as a model of how 
to love our spouses and kids. 
He teaches us to be kind and 
generous and merciful.
Discipleship in marriage means 
saving the last french fry for 
your spouse. It means picking 
up their towel and dirty clothes 
without complaining. It means 
letting them watch their favorite 
TV program when you’d rather 
do something else. It means 
forgiving them over and over 
again. It means not nagging. 
It means praying for them and 
praying that you can love them 
better and better as time goes by. 
It means really listening to each 
other and not always having to 
be right. If we put each other’s 
needs first, both of our needs will 
be met!
It’s important to note that we 
cannot expect our spouse to 
give us what only God can. They 
cannot love us perfectly, and they 
will sometimes let us down. As a 
wise priest once told us, “Your 
spouse compliments you, but 
only God can complete you.” We 
must each develop a relationship 

By
Janice         
Carleton

Janice Carleton is an inspirational 
speaker, musician, and author who 
has worked with Father Cedric and his 
ministry for over 20 years. Contact her 
at www.janicecarleton.com.

with God because the closer we 
grow to God, the closer we grow 
to each other. Imagine a triangle 
with God at the peak and each 
spouse at the bottom corners. As 
each travels up their side toward 
God, the distance between them 
decreases, which means they 
are now closer to each other 
and to God. Our main goal in 
marriage is to help each other 
grow in holiness. 
Bringing the first baby home is 
a crash course in learning to be 
unselfish as babies are totally 
dependent on us for their needs. 
We learn to be more flexible, and 
to delay our own gratification 
when necessary. As our kids 
begin to grow up, we are called 
to share our faith and help them 
become disciples of Jesus too. 
It’s very important to teach our 
children that they can’t get to 
heaven on our faith. They will 
need to choose it for themselves, 
and come to know Jesus just like 
we have. 
Some days, the journey seems 
very long, and there will be 
detours and difficulties. We may 
feel like giving up, but Jesus 
is the cement that holds us 
together. We have the grace of 
the sacrament as our bedrock 
and as we die more and more 
to ourselves, and yield to the 
Holy Spirit within us, people 
will recognize us as disciples of 
Jesus because of our love for 
one another.

Discipleship in Marriage

Two wonderful good Samaritans 
came to my aid. One took off 
his jacket and covered me. The 
other called 911 while holding 
my hand and reassuring me that 
all would be well. My daughter-
in-law, who was with me, was in 
shock but she would not leave my 
side. Paramedics arrived to take 
me to the Emergency Room and 
gently lifted me onto a gurney for 
transport! I cannot begin to tell 
you of the many wonderful, kind 
people who helped me along this 
journey. I think nurses, aides, and 
doctors are very special people. 
They live out the discipleship of 
our Lord every day by helping 
people like me with their gentle, 
loving kindness. My caregivers 
at home, my husband, son and 
daughter, also fit the category of 
special Angels.
While in rehab, I was visited 
by the local churches, given 
communion by the wonderful 
volunteers, and prayed with me 
for my return to good health! 
Not to be out done, our amazing 
FB faith community led by our 
loving and caring Fr. Cedric, 
flooded me in prayer. He kept 
everyone updated on my surgery 
and recuperation. I was never 
alone as the community rallied 
around me with prayer and good 
wishes. The most miraculous 
thing happened. I had very little 
pain throughout this ordeal. 
Prayers working? Never a doubt 
in my mind.
How do you repay such 
goodness? Pay it forward and 
become a disciple through love 
and good works.

Josette Pappadakis administrates 
Father Cedric’s faith community on 
Facebook, and also helps with his 
phone ministry. You can find our faith 
community at www.facebook.com/
groups/102694079773845.



Jesus calls us to know him and 
change the world. You are partners 
with me in proclaiming Jesus to a 
confused, hurting and lost world. 
I receive letters and emails from 
people, including those in prison, 
who have come back to church and 
have come to Christ because of my 
broadcasts. Thank you for your 
prayerful and financial support!
I am in dialogue with the program-
ming managers at the Catholic 
network EWTN. I will be preach-
ing the television Mass on EWTN 
on Monday August 8th, (8 am ET 
and 3 other times during the day) 
the feast of St. Dominic the great 
preacher. Pray with me for an open 
door with them.

Mary Dierich is the faith formation 
director for Corpus Christi Parish in 
Bay City, MI, 

TBN: Sundays 8 am ET/5am PT 
Wed 2:30pm ET/11:30am PT
Catholic TV affiliates in New York, Long 
Island, Boston, Orlando, Baton Rouge, San 
Antonio, Scranton, Atlanta, Youngstown, 
Fresno, Detroit, New Orleans and Louisville 
as well as several radio stations. 

Watch anytime on demand:  
www.frcedric.org/youtube 
For inspiration, Free downloads and 
more information: www.frcedric.org 
To order resources or donate: 
844-FATHERC (844-328-4372)

TV Schedule:
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Life issues are a passion of 
Nancy’s. She courageously 
stepped out of her comfort zone 
to travel with over 400 Teen-
agers to Washington, D.C., in 
the middle of winter, to protest 
legalized abortion. 

Nancy is committed to per-
sonal prayer as well as public 
prayer; and she often says, 
“Everyone needs to pray to 
hear God’s voice.” Through 
her deep prayer life, she has 
demonstrated what it means to 
be a disciple by her openness 
to the Holy Spirit who leads her 
to share her gifts. 

Through Rotary International, 
Nancy and her husband Chuck 
have visited many poor nations 
to help eradicate polio from the 
planet with immunizations, as 
well as offer other humanitarian 
services.  She recently traveled 
to a Muslim village in India. 

Part of her outreach with Rotary 
is in service to education. One 
excursion was to Guatemala 
to assess educational needs 
as well as provide resources, 
computers and money; and 
also teach the residents how to 
farm the land. Nancy willingly 
and happily gives of herself, 
her time, money, and talent, to 
broaden the reach of Christ’s 
arms in the world. 

That is what disciples do. They 
tell their story and God’s story, 
with their words and with their 
lives, so that they may inspire 
others to become disciples. 
The disciples among us listen 
to God’s voice, bear much 
fruit, and then go and make 
new disciples. All are called—a 
disciple responds with courage 
and faith. 

Disciples Among Us 
from page 1 

In addition, thanks to my partners 
and donors, I have secured an 
additional time on TBN. Wed 
2:30pm ET/ 11:30 am PT! I will also 
be a guest on their “live” Praise the 
Lord program on Thursday evening 
October 27th, 10 pm ET. I will be 
interviewed AND they will allow me 
to preach “Live!” for 10 minutes! 
What an opportunity! Mark your 
calendars. 
My 20th book is now available! More 
Than Conquerors will help you to 
know Jesus and follow him more 
fully. In addition, my newest tele-
vision series Victory in the Storm! 
(DVD or CD) in HD and Closed 
Captioned is now available. You 
will support my Gospel outreach by 
ordering these powerful resources. 
See the envelope for more informa-
tion. Thank you for your wonderful 
support. Know of my prayers and 
love for you! 
Sincerely, Fr. Cedric Pisegna, C.P.

Come, Follow Me!

By this will all know 
you are my  

disciples, if you love. 
(Jn. 13:35)



£ I’d like to become a Partner,  
 £	Monthly £ Every Other Month £ Every Third Month  
   New Partners receive an autographed copy of More Than Conquerors  
   plus Series 375 Victory in the Storm (Select £	DVD or £ CD)

-------------------------------------------OR -----------------------------------------

£	Donations $50 + receive an autographed  book More Than Conquerors  
   plus Series 375 Victory in the Storm (Select £	DVD or £ CD.)

£	Donations up to $50 receive Fr’s new book More Than Conquerors.

£	I am an Active Partner: Free autographed  book More Than Conquerors  
   and Series 375 Victory in the Storm (Select £	DVD or £ CD.)

My Donation to Fr Cedric Ministries:
 £ $25 £ $50 £ $100 Other $ _______
 Donation Options:
 £ Check/Cash [enclosed]
Please make checks to: Fr. Cedric Ministries
 £ MC £ Visa  £ Discover  £AmEx

Please fill in the form to the right and mail to:

Fr Cedric Ministries
2931 N Willamette Blvd
Portland OR 97217-4048 

Credit Card #  _______________________________

Expiration Date ______________________________

Signature   _______________________________

Name   _______________________________

Address   _______________________________

   _______________________________

Phone   _______________________________

Email   _______________________________

Thank you for supporting Fr. Cedric’s TV Ministry


